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#Charlestonsyllabus

Prayer Vigil for the Nine Victims of the Charleston Shooting

Here is a list of readings that educators can use to broach conversations in the classroom about the
horrendous events that unfolded in Charleston, South Carolina on the evening of June 17, 2015.
These readings provide valuable information about the history of racial violence in this country

and contextualize the history of race relations in South Carolina and the United States in g '
They also offer insights on race, racial identities, global white supremacy and black resistar
readings are arranged by date of publication. This list is not meant to be exhaustive-you w Privacy - Terms
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omissions. Please check out the Charleston Syllabus book for additional reading suggestions.

#Charlestonsyllabus was conceived by Chad Williams (@Dr_ChadWilliams), Associate Professor of
African and Afro-American Studies at Brandeis University. With the help of Kidada

Williams (@KidadaEWilliams), the hashtag started trending on Twitter on the evening of June 19,
2015. The following list was compiled and organized by AAIHS blogger Keisha N. Blain
(@KeishaBlain) with the assistance of Melissa Morrone (@InfAgit), Ryan P. Randall (@foureyedsoul),
and Cecily Walker (@skeskali). Special thanks to everyone who contributed suggestions via Twitter.
Please click here to read more about the origin and significance of #Charlestonsyllabus.

“ #Charlestonsyllabus is more than a list. It is a community of

people committed to critical thinking, truth telling and social
transformation.”- Chad Williams

GENERAL HISTORICAL OVERVIEWS

» Vincent Harding, There is a River: the Black Struggle for Freedom in America (1981)
Robin D.G. Kelley, Freedom Dreams: the Black Radical Imagination (2002)

Steven Hahn, A Nation Under Our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the Rural South from
Slavery to the Great Migration (2003)

Manning Marable, Living Black History: How Reimagining the African American Past Can
Remake America’s Racial Future (2005)

Tom Holt, Children of Fire: A History of African Americans (2010)

Robin Bernstein, Racial Innocence: Performing American Childhood from Slavery to Civil
Rights (2011)

Pero Gaglo Dagbovie, What is African American History?(2015)

OP-EDS AND EDITORIALS

= Yoni Applebaum, “Why Is the Flag Still There?,” 21 June 2015, The Atlantic.

= Ta-Nehisi Coates, “Take Down the Confederate Flag-Now,” 18 June 2015, The Atlantic.

= Jelani Cobb, “Terrorism in Charleston,” 29 June 2015, The New Yorker.

= Heather Cox Richardson, “Reconstructing the American Tradition of Domestic Terrorism,”
18 June 2015, Werehistory.org

= Michael Eric Dyson, “Love and Terror in the Black Church,” 20 June 2015, New York Times.

= Douglas R. Egerton, “Before Charleston’s Church Shooting, a Long History of Attacks,” 18
June 2015, New York Times.

= Benjamin Foldy, “Rhodesian Flag, Confederate Flag: Roof & the Legacies of Racial Hate,”
20 June 2015, Juan Cole at Informed Comment.

= Robert Greene Il, “Racism Can't Destroy This Charleston Church,” 19 June 2015,
Politico.com.

= Libby Nelson, “The Confederate Flag Symbolizes White Supremacy -and it Always Has,”
20 June 2015, Vox.
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Nell Irvin Painter, “What is Whiteness?,” 20 June 2015, New York Times.

Charles P. Pierce, “Charleston Shooting: Speaking the Unspeakable, Thinking the
Unthinkable,” 18 June 2015, Esquire.

David Remnick, “Charleston and the Age of Obama,” 19 June 2015, New Yorker.

Manisha Sinha, “The Long and Proud History of Charleston’s AME Church,” 19 June 2015,
Huffington Post.

Rebecca Traister, “Our Racist History Isn't Back to Haunt Us. It Never Left Us,” 18 June
2015, The New Republic.

Kidada Williams, “Centuries of Violence,” 19 June 2015, Slate.

READINGS ON SOUTH CAROLINA

William W. Freehling, Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South
Carolina, 1816-1836 (1966)

Stephen Channing, Crisis of Fear: Secession in South Carolina (1970)

Gerda Lerner, The Grimkeé Sisters from South Carolina: Pioneers for Women’s Rights and
Abolition (1971)

Peter Wood, Black Majority: Negroes in Colonial South Carolina from 1670 through the
Stono Rebellion (1974)

Thomas Holt, Black Over White: Negro Political Leadership in South Carolina During
Reconstruction (1977)

Daniel Littlefield, Rice and Slaves: Ethnicity and the Slave Trade in Colonial South Carolina
(1981)

Charles Joyner, Down by the Riverside: A South Carolina Slave Community (1984)
Margaret Washington Creel, A Peculiar People: Slave Religion and Community Culture
Among the Gullah (1988)

= Julie Saville, The Work of Reconstruction: From Slave to Wage Laborer in South Carolina,

1860-1870(1994)

Stephanie McCurry, Masters of Small World: Yeoman Households, Gender Relations and
the Political Culture of the Antebellum South Carolina Low Country (1995)

Richard Zuczek, Reconstruction in South Carolina (1996)

Leslie Schwalm, A Hard Fight For We: Women’s Transition from Slavery to Freedom in
South Carolina (1997)

Douglas Egerton, He Shall Go Out Free: The Lives of Denmark Vesey (1999)

David M. Robertson, Denmark Vesey, The Buried History of America’s Largest Slave
Rebellion and the Man Who Led It (1999)

Manisha Sinha, Counterrevolution of Slavery: Politics and Ideology in Antebellum South
Carolina (2000)

= Judith Carney, Black Rice: The African Origins of Rice Cultivation in the Americas (2001)

Michael Johnson, “Denmark Vesey and his Co-Conspirators,” The William and Mary
Quarterly, Vol. 58, No. 4 (2001): 915-976.

Charles ). Holden, In the Great Maelstrom: Conservatives in Post-Civil War South
Carolina (2002)

= John Hammond Moore, Carnival of Blood: Dueling, Lynching, and Murder in SC,

1880-1920(2006)

Peter Lau, Democracy Rising: South Carolina and the Fight for Black Equality since 1865
(2006)

Andrew Billingsley, Yearning to Breathe Free: Robert Smalls of South Carolina and His
Families (2007)
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= David Halberstam, The Children (1998)

= Manning Marable and Leith Mullings, eds., Let Nobody Turn Us Around: Voices of
Resistance, Reform, and Renewal (2000)

= Jane Dailey, The Age of Jim Crow: A Norton Casebook in History (2009)

= James W. Loewen and Edward H. Sebesta, The Confederate and Neo-Confederate Reader
(2010)

MULTIMEDIA RESOURCES
*Films

= Spike Lee, Do The Right Thing (1989)

= William Elwood, The Road to Brown (1990)

= Julie Dash, Daughters of the Dust(1991)

= Terrence Francis, Black Sci-Fi (1992)

= Haile Gerima, Sankofa (1993)

= Toni Morrison, Beloved (1999)

= Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God (2005)

= Harry Moore, Michael Carter, et. al., Black Wall Street, Tulsa (2007)

= Bestor Cram et al., Scarred Justice: the Orangeburg Massacre 1968 (2009)
= Goran Hugo Olsson et al., The Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975(2011)

= Douglas Blackmon, Slavery By Another Name (2012)

= Kerry Taylor, The Charleston Hospital Workers Movement, 1968-1969 (2013)
= Ryan Coogler, Fruitvale Station (2013)

= Dawn Porter, Rick Bowers, et al., Spies of Mississippi (2014)

*Music

= “Oh Freedom” (approx. 1865)

= Paul Robeson'’s Version of “No More Auction Block” (Gustavus D. Pike, 1873)
= Bessie Smith, “Preachin’ the Blues” (1927)

= Louis Armstrong, “Black and Blue” (1929)

= Bessie Smith,”Long Old Road” (1931)

= Billie Holiday, “Strange Fruit” (1939)

= Big Maybelle, “Gabbin’ Blues” (1952)

» Odetta, “Spiritual Trilogy: Oh, Freedom; Come And Go With Us; I'm On My Way"” (1956)
= Theolonius Monk, “Blue Monk” (1958)

= Nina Simone, “Chilly Winds Don't Blow” (1959)

= We Insist! Max Roach’'s Freedom Now Suite (1960)

= John Coltrane, “Alabama” (1963)

= Sam Cooke, “A Change is Gonna Come” (1964)

= Nina Simone, “Mississippi Goddamn” (1964)

= Bob Dylan, “Only a Pawn in their Game” (1964)

= The Impressions, “Keep on Pushing” (1964)

= Gil Scott-Heron, “The Revolution Will Not Be Televised” (1970)

» The Temptations, “Ball of Confusion” (1970)

= Marvin Gaye, “Inner City Blues/Makes Me Wanna Holler” (1971)

= Donny Hathaway, “Someday We'll All Be Free” (1973)
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The McIntosh County Shouters, “Wade the Water to My Knees” (1984)
The Specials, “Racist Friend” (1984)

The Freedom Singers, “In the Mississippi River” (1997)

Stephen Said, “The Ballad of Abner Louima” (1997)

Wynton Marsalis, “Blood on the Fields” (1997)

Sweet Honey in the Rock, “Ella’s Song” (1998)

= |.B. Lenoir, “Alabama Blues” (2004)

= Wynton Marsalis, “From the Plantation to the Penitentiary” (2007)
= Mavis Staples, “Down In Mississippi”(2007)

= John Legend ft. Common, “Glory” (2015)

» Kendrick Lamar, “The Blacker The Berry” (2015) *Explicit content
= Vince Staples, “Lift Me Up” (2015) *Explicit content

» Kendrick Lamar, “Alright” (2015) *Explicit content

*Websites

= After Slavery: Race, Labor and Politics in the Post-Emancipation Carolinas
Charleston Hospital Workers Movement, 1968-1969

The Color Line-on the History of Racism in the U.S.

Facing History and Ourselves’ List of Resources on Teaching Reconstruction
Hudson River Valley Heritage Digital Collection of Primary Sources

RACE: A Public Education Project through the American Anthropological Association
Voices from the Days of Slavery (Library of Congress)

Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion

Without Sanctuary: Photographs and Postcards of Lynching in America

Zinn Education Project-Teaching a People’s History

*Course Handouts and Other Teaching Sources

Caleb McDaniel's “The American Civil War Era” Rice University course handouts
Selected Historical Newspapers (courtesy of the Library of Congress)

Quotes, Videos and Various Sources on AntiBlackness

Black History Resources for Children

State Sanctioned: Sample Curricula and Lesson Plans on Racial Violence
William Buckley debates James Baldwin at Cambridge

FOR YOUNG READERS

= Joy Hakim, Reconstruction and Reform (1994)

= Zak Mettger, Reconstruction: America After the Civil War (1994)

= Marybeth Lorbieck, Sister Anne’s Hands (1998)

= Karen Katz, The Colors of Us (1999)

= Joyce Hansen, Bury Me Not in the Land of Slaves: African-Americans in the Time of
Reconstruction (2000)

Deborah Wiles, Freedom Summer (2001)

Patricia McKissack, Goin’ Someplace Special (2001)

Meg Greene, Into the Land of Freedom: African Americans in Reconstruction (2004)
Doreen Rappaport and Shane Evans, Free At Last!: Stories and Songs of Emancipation
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