
EMOTIONAL FIRST AID BASICS: WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOURSELF

Remind yourself that your reactions are normal and it’s okay to reach out for support. Take 
your time, be patient with yourself and try not to judge yourself for feeling the way you do. 
Emotional wounds take time and rest to heal, just like physical wounds. This is a difficult time 
but it will pass.

After a challenging experience: Try to get to a space where you can feel safe and comfortable. 
Try to relax and allow others to take care of you.

Physical exercise helps your body to get rid of stress. Walking, running, dancing can be more 
relaxing than sitting down.

Try not to isolate yourself. Reach out to friends you trust for support.

A very common reaction is to feel hurt if others seem to have a much easier time dealing with 
what happened while you are struggling. Keep in mind that everyone reacts differently and 
the ways that they are healing or hurting might not be visible to you.

How strongly you react can be connected to previous trauma. It is not a sign of weakness to 
experience pain after an injury.

Blaming yourself for what happened is a common reaction to trauma. Remind yourself that 
it is not your fault that you were attacked. The perpetrators, and the systems that created 
them, are the ones to blame.

Family and friends may not know how to support you. If their behavior is not helpful, speak to 
them and ask for what you need if you can. 

EXERCISES 

BODY SCAN to orient yourself in stressful environments

Try to notice and pay attention to the neutral or positive sensations as you scan down 
your body, from your head to your toes, or visa versa. If you tend to hold stress in your 
shoulders, see if your legs or your hands might feel more neutral. If you hold stress in your 
chest, try placing a hand there to help give it some support. As you scan, try to notice any 
physical sensations such as warm or calm. Maybe a color arises in your imagination when 
you think of the neutral or positive area. [You can try to give any openness a size or shape 
with descriptive words. This can help us notice places in our body where we have space 
in order to access these places when we feel stressed or trapped. Awareness to space in 
our body gives us options of how to respond under stress.] The goal is to build the ability 
to move back and forth between chronic stress and neutrality to create the foundation of 
the nervous system to be able to break the chronic stress pattern and return to a more 
resilient and varied response pattern – not just in times of stress.

VISUALIZATIONS for when you might be in danger

Using imagery can help you orient and recognize the separation between your body and 
danger. Use an imagine of a string on the ground in a circle that you can stand within or a 
neon yellow cloud encircling your body to help create a boundary for yourself. Bring shape 
and colors to help form your boundary. You can access it at any time when stressors arise. 
Your imagination can be an incredible resource. You can imagine an animal present with 
you within your boundary when you need it or beside you at all times as you move through 
the world.

ALTERNATE NOSTRIL BREATHING for stress and anxiety 

1. Sit up straight, if you can, and close your eyes. 
2. Bring one hand to the left or right nostril and close off nostril with finger tip. 
3. Breathe in deeply. 
4. Alternate nostrils, covering the other nostril with an adjacent finger. 
5. Exhale slowly. 
6. Breathe in deeply. 
7. Alternate nostrils again. 
8. Repeat steps 3-7 as many times as desired, try for at least 5 deep breathes for each 
nostril.
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EMOTIONAL FIRST AID BASICS: HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR FRIEND

Often people, especially if they have a history of contact with violence, do not know how 
to vocalize their need for help, and tend to isolate themselves. It is important to talk after a 
stressful situation and before people shut down. Keep an eye out for folks on the fringes, who 
look confused, who are getting really silent, and to reach out to them to check in on how they 
might be doing. 

Maybe you are unsure what you can do to be supportive. Just being around them and behaving 
as usual, without pitying or pushing your friend can be very helpful. Try to be accepting of their 
reactions. It’s important that your friend can feel safe and relaxed around you.

Don’t forget that people can appear to be doing alright for a while after the event, and the 
onset of traumatic reactions can be delayed.

Try to be an attentive and active listener. We often tend to give advice instead of focusing our 
attention on listening. Listening can happen in a variety of ways, too. Listening with your eyes, 
your ears, and the way you’re affected by what someone shares with you.

Talking about what happened helps to process, when people are ready to share. Friends might 
not want to share right away, but try to make yourself available when they are able to. 

Especially if you have been robbed of bodily autonomy in anyway, being pressured or pushed 
often causes people to withdraw and distance themselves.

While processing traumatic events, taking care of every day tasks such as cooking, cleaning, 
shopping can become overwhelming. Helping out with running errands and general 
maintenance can be very supportive, but watch out to not take over and limit your friend’s 
ability to self-determine the course of their everyday life.

Try not to take it personally if your friend is irritable or distanced and aloof, and don’t withdraw 
your support because of it. These are common reactions in the aftermath of stressful events.

Try to be patient. People respond to traumatic events at different speeds & in different ways.  

This can be a challenging time for you as well. Make sure to take care of and be good to 
yourself. Remember to open up to your friends and let them know how you are doing.

Why is this important?

When resisting various forces of domination, you may be met with repression taking many 
forms: (police) violence (or the threat of it), surveillance, criminilization, incarceration, 
among other things. We’ve got to do what we can to be prepared for that. But also, when 
we are erecting our own occupations, or opening up gaps in the totality of state control, 
it is important to learn how to take care of one another against all the everyday shit that 
bubbles up from the inside, too. No matter what efforts we make to combat internalized 
oppressions and imbalances in power, it has the potential to rear its head. Not to mention 
all our anxiety, depression, alienation, fear, and all the other feelings we can’t even put 
into words. Shit falls apart and we lose people when we don’t make this work a priority. 

A note about consent

Take measures to ensure that you are getting consent from folks before providing 
care whenever possible. Be sensitive to the tools and practices that the individual (or 
community) in question might already be using. Honor and strengthen those practices and 
offer information about alternatives if it makes sense or it is requested of you. Always ask 
folks what help they need first, they probably already have a good idea of what support 
they need or want anyway.
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